
SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  --  TThhee  HHiigghh  FFllyyiinngg  HHoorrnnbbiillll,,  FFllaappppiinngg  
WWiinnggss  wwiitthh  tthhee  FFiigghhttiinngg  PPeeaaccoocckkss..  
  
NNOOTTEE::  TThhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  iiss  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  wwrriitttteenn  oonn  2266  JJuunnee  22000066  aanndd  rree--eeddiitteedd  aass  aa  sseeccoonndd  vveerrssiioonn  iinn  FFeebbuurraarryy  22001100..  TThhee  eeiiddtteedd  ppoorrttiioonnss  aarree  mmaarrkkeedd  
iinn  bblluuee..    

"…[from Chinland] whose horizons are bathed in mountain dew dotted with rhododendrons among lush greens beneath bright blue skies... let  the 
hornbill proclaims and  sings songs of loyalty, unity, and peace."                                                                                                                                 
-Dagon Taya – (Excerpts from the University of Rangoon Chin Magazine 1982-83) 

He is a true Salai, "one who is  a courageous son of the soil” and a 
high-flying hornbill, “who personifies loyalty, unity and peace".  
  
He had a political vision for freedom and peace when he entered 
Rangoon University; a campus turned fierce battleground. Rangoon 
University, historically known as the bloodiest campus on earth. He 
held hands with his comrades in unity. They flapped their wings—
they were great fighting peacocks. He raised high the flag of 
fighting peacocks, the flag of dignity and justice. Relentlessly, he 
waged battle after battle for liberation of the oppressed. He fought 
for the dignity of the entire Chin as well as the whole of the 
country. He was a true Salai-a courageous son of the soil. He was 
Salai Tin Maung Oo. HHiiss  ppaarreennttss  aarree  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  DDiinn  ((ooff  SSaannddoowwaayy,,  
AArraakkaann  SSttaattee))  aanndd  MMaaii  HHnniinn  MMyyaaiinngg  ((ooff  TToouunngguupp,,  AArraakkaann  SSttaattee))..    
BBootthh  aarree  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  eetthhnniiccaallllyy  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  AAsshhoo  ((PPllaaiinnss))  CChhiinn..  
SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  iiss  tthhee  eellddeesstt  ooff  eeiigghhtt  ssiibblliinnggss  aanndd  wwaass  bboorrnn  oonn  
99  NNoovveemmbbeerr  11995511  aatt  TTaauunnggoooo..  
   
At 4am on June 26, 1976, the Burmese military regime hanged 
him inside the prison walls. There was no trial, no defense, just a 
judge, a sentence, and an execution. Never before had a student 
leader been executed. It confirmed the regime's total lack of 
rational and will forever stain their history. For us, a martyr 
emerged, one who offered his life, his blood, sweat and 
tears for unity, loyalty and peace. He is and will forever be 
a role model for the generations to come. 
 
„Comrades! They are killing me without letting the people 
know" 
  
„„YYoouu  gguuyyss  ccaann  kkiillll  mmyy  bbooddyy  bbuutt  yyoouu  ccaann  nneevveerr  kkiillll  mmyy  
bbeelliieeffss  aanndd  wwhhaatt  II  ssttoooodd  ffoorr. I shall never kneel down 
under your military boots"                                                                
 
 
- the last words of Salai Tin Maung Oo- 
 

……………………………………………. 
 
 
 



1974-75 Acedemic Year. A Significant Milestone of the People’s Struggle for Freedom 
Right at the beginning of the acedemic year the students seemed to be more exciting and unusual. 
 
January 3 1974   
The military government promulgates and enforces its “socialist” constitution. In a surprising move, 
Chin leaders of all ages and positions are released.  Many belong to the Army, the BSP Party and the 
People’s Council.  Some were jailed for proposing a federal democracy system. Federalists from other 
ethnic states are released as well.  
 
June 6 & 7, 1974   
Article (9) of the newly “promulgated” constitution states that, “The State safeguards the interests of 
the working people whose strength is based on peasants and workers.”  Just six months later, the 
Worker’s General Strike breaks-out to challenge the constitution and Article (9).  More than a hundred 
factories across the country join the strike.  The Burmese Army responds with gunfire June 5 –7 killing 
workers and students.  Some survive the massacre and flee to avoid imprisonment. 
 
On the campus of the University in Rangoon, tension flare among the Chin during the General 
Secretary election of the Chin Literature and Cultural Subcommittee for the academic year 1974-75.  A 
little-known Asho/Plains Chin student named, Salai Tin Maung Oo attends the discussion.  Dr. Za Hlei 
Thang, a medical student at that time and a former jail mate who was released along with Salai on 
January 3, 1974 introduces him at the meeting. Salai Tin Maung Oo gives an impressive and moving 
speech about the importance of unity, especially during critical times.  After a brief discussion, he is 
unanimously appointed General Secretary1 of the CLCC. AAtt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  wwaass  
ssttuuddyyiinngg  ZZoooollooggyy  aatt  tthhee  RRaannggoooonn  AArrttss  aanndd  SScciieennccee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  aass  aa  tthhiirrdd  yyeeaarr  ssttuuddeenntt..  11  

History creates the strongest leaders in times of need. The former Secretary General of the United 
Nations, U Thant, dies in New York. His remain is flown back to Rangoon to be buried there 
according to his last wish. In a demonstrative move, Salai Tin Maung Oo, along with the fighting 
peacocks, leads the people’s uprising surrounding the funeral of U Thant.   Ne Win’s dictatorship 
regime is challenged and later he retaliates with brute force against the students.  

December 5, 1974: 
Hundreds of students march toward Kyaikasan stadium to pay their last respects to U Thant. From a 
jeep hired by the students of the Rangoon Institute of Technology, students receive water and bananas 
while a loudspeaker blares, “U Thant, respected by all the Burmese people, was the former Secretary 
General of the United Nations and he was also the Father of World Peace. He will always be respected 
and remembered by the people of the world,”  
 
Thousands of people come together to pay their last respects.  Among the mourners are Buddhist 
monks. Shocking the military regime, Ko Kyi Win, Salai Tin Maung Oo and other student leaders 
announce that U Thant’s funeral procession is to be taken over by the students. They demand that the 
Red Cross leave the pavilion housing the casket.  The jeep holding the student leaders drives up to the 
pavilion. Before proclaiming their demands, a one-minute silence is held for the fallen students who 
were massacred by General Ne Win on July 7, 1962.   
 
The student leaders declare that it is unacceptable for the government to have ignored their demand 
that U Thant be honoured with a mausoleum and an official state funeral.  The government planned to 
bury him at Kyandaw cemetery--a cemetery for common people. For this reason U Thant is to be 
buried by the “people” and his casket is to remain on campus until the government agrees to honour U 
Thant appropriately.  

                                                
 



 
They carry the casket towards the campus, the students, in unison, chant, “To build a mausoleum for U 
Thant! Our Cause! Our Cause! Down with one-party dictatorship!” The respected son of Burma is 
brought to the Convocation Hall of the Rangoon Campus. Spontaneously, students, monks and others 
give anti-government speeches.  The speeches continue around the clock.   Along the University 
Avenue Road, makeshift teashops and snack shops are erected in anticipation of a long strike. 
 
December 8, 1974: 
The Military government though remains silent on the demands of a state funeral it agrees to a 
mausoleum to be erected at Cantonment Garden at the foot of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda for U Thant.  
Nevertheless construction of a Peace Mausoleum is under way on the site of the former Student Union.  
The Student Union building was dynamited and destroyed in the July 7, 1962 massacre by General Ne 
Win. The Peace Mausoleum is to be constructed solely from donations. The funeral procession leaves 
the Convocation Hall and moves down Chancellor Road to the site of the Peace Mausoleum for all to 
pay their last homage in the campus. But when it is announced that the funeral committee agreed to the 
government offer of alternative site for the Peace Mausoleum, loud protests breakout from the general 
masses demanding that U Thant be laid to rest in the Peace Mausoleum already under construction and 
not at the Cantonment Garden. The peoples funeral takes place there and construction of the Peace 
Mausoleum continues with three hundred thousand kyats of donation collected by the people. The 
cause gains momentum and members of the Burma Socialist Program Party, the People’s Council, the 
Burma Army and some military intelligent agents joined the students.  Information from the military 
and party headquarters are secretly sent to the students in support of their cause. As a result the 
students arrests about three hundred secret police. 
  
December 11, 1974 
On December 11 when the Workers were about to join the strike and heighten the momentum the 
Burma Army raided the Campus at 2:00 am. Hundreds of students and monks are massacred.  Three 
thousand demonstrators are arrested and imprisoned in Insein Jail.  U Thant’s casket is confiscated and 
buried at Candoment Garden and honoured with mausoleum constructed with the donations collected 
from the people. He is buried beside Thakhin Ko Daw Hmine’s mausoleum.   
  
After General Ne Win massacre the students on 7 July 1962 he dynamited the Student Union Building, 
the historical shrine of Burma’s struggle for freedom as a warning sign to all his future adversaries. At 
the beginning of the U Thant’s funeral strike Salai Tin Maung Oo and other student leaders lead the 
people in saluting the fallen heroes of the 7th. July 1962. When the U Thant’s funeral Strike came to an 
end there emerged a new building – a mausoleum for U Thant – as a warning sign to the dictators 
about the people’s power. It has been a significant historical milestone of the People’s Struggle for 
Freedom. 
 
1975-76 Academic Year: 
The military regime is under the wrong impression that the previous year’s unrest occurred because of 
low standards at the University--that students are unhappy with the cafeteria, the lecture halls, and the 
dormitories.  The government decides to send the Education Minister, Dr. Khin Maung Win, who is 
already visiting the Rangoon Institute of Technology, to visit the University of Rangoon campus.   
 
June 6, 1975: 
Dr. Khin Maung Win visits the Rangoon Institute of Technology (RIT).   It is one of the most 
rebellious institutes in the country.  He arrives on the anniversary of the Workers’ General Strike, 
which occurred the previous year and resulted in bloodshed.  Workers and students were massacred at 
Sinmalaik Dock Yard and the Thamaing Textile factory June 6-7, 1974.   
 



News spreads among the students that a youth wing of the BSPP of the RIT, the Lanzin Lunge, 
prepares for a congenial meeting with the Minister to discuss student life.  The Lanzin Lunge sets the 
topics and chooses the students to speak at the meeting.  It is supposed to be “lively and positive”.   
 
The meeting is opened at the Sethmu Hall of RIT. Dr. Aung Gyi, the Rector of RIT, the Education 
Minister, Dr. Khin Maung Win and Dr. Hal Han, a member of the State Council are seated on the 
stage.  The Lanzin Lunge begins its mock discussion.  Angered, several students grab the microphones 
and begin criticising the military government.  These are some excerpts:   
 
“The workers asked for rice, instead you gave them bullets.” Ko Thei Lwin – Mechanical. 
 
“ Stop dividing the students by forcing us to spy on one another.” Ko Soe Yan – Electrical. 
 
“Whenever there is unrest, you send in troops wearing the badge of Chin Battalions to shoot at the 
demonstrators so people assume it was the Chin that shot at them. This is a cunning attempt to divide the people 
and sow hatred among them. Please stop such acts immediately.”  Salai Kipp – Architecture.   
 
About thirty students vehemently express their distain toward the military government.  That is, 
BSPP’s mock discussion turns and becomes a platform for the students to openly criticize the 
government and demand democracy.  The attendees on stage are speechless. 
 
Meanwhile, Salai Tin Maung Oo, who managed to avoid detention after the U Thant’s funeral strike 
waits for the Minister’s arrival who is scheduled to visit Thaming College hostels after the RIT 
meeting. Salai Tin Maung Oo is prepared.  He spent a year in hiding, both underground and above 
ground.   He is has renewed energy and determination. He plans to lead a student strike in 
commemoration of the previous year’s massacre. AA  CChhiinn  ssttuuddeenntt  lleeaaddeerr  ZZaa  HHlleeii  TThhaanngg  ((nnooww  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  
ooff  OOttttaawwaa--bbaasseedd  CCHHIINN  FFOORRUUMM  ))  aanndd  aa  MMuusslliimm  lleeaaddeerr,,  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  wweerree  iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  
hhiiddiinngg  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  sseeccrreett  ppoolliiccee..  BBootthh  ooff  tthheemm  wweerree  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo’’ss  
ffoorrmmeerr  jjaaiillmmaatteess  aatt  IInnsseeiinn  PPrriissoonn.. ZZaa  HHlleeii  TThhaanngg  aanndd  hhiiss  cclloossee  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttooookk  ccaarree  ooff  hhiimm  wwhhiillee  
hhee  wwaass  mmoovviinngg  aarroouunndd  RRaannggoooonn  ddiissgguuiisseedd  iiddeennttiittyy..    KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  aacctteedd  aass  hhiiss  gguuiiddee  dduurriinngg  
hhiiss  ccllaannddeessttiinnee  ttrriipp  ttoo  TThhaaii--BBuurrmmaa  bboorrddeerr‘‘ss  lliibbeerraatteedd  aarreeaass..  OOnn  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  tthheeyy  eennccoouunntteerr  aann  iiddeennttiittyy  
cchheecckk  bbyy  tthhee  sseeccrreett  ppoolliiccee  aatt  KKyyoonn--ddooee  iinn  KKaarreenn  SSttaattee  ((ccaa..  4400  kkmm  ffrroomm  TThhaaii--BBuurrmmaa  bboorrddeerr))..  SSuuddddeennllyy  
aa  ffiigghh  bbrrookkee  oouutt  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttrrooooppss  aanndd  tthhee  KKaarreenn  rreevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  aarrmmeedd  ggrroouuppss,,  wwhhiicchh  
aattttaacckkeedd  tthhee  ttoowwnn..  AAmmiiddsstt  tthhee  sskkiirrmmiisshh  tthheeyy  nnaarrrroowwllyy  eessccaappeedd  aarrrreesstt..  22  

 
Realizing the possibility of meeting more angry students, the Minister cancels his meeting at the 
Thamiang College.  
 
In anticipation of a strike, students from Rangoon’s Institute of Technology go to Thamaing College. 
Salai Tin Maung Oo successfully merges the two student bodies.  Together, they tear down the brick 
wall dividing the Thamaing Textile factory and Thamaing College.  The wall was erected after the 
June 1974 Workers’ Strike by the military to discourage communication between the workers and the 
students in order to further strikes. 
 
Salai Tin Maung Oo leads the students down Insein Road where they camp in the Convocation Hall of 
Rangoon University. 
 
Workers and students march to Insein Jail shouting, “Expand Insein Jail, expand Insein Jail, “ and “We 
were born to our mothers, but fed by your jail”.  Insein Jail notoriously houses political prisoners. The 
demonstrators express that they are not afraid of to be detained—they welcome it! Despite certain 
torture, political prisoners inside Insein Jail chorus back the slogan. Gaining momentum, the crowd 
begins to demand that Insein Jail be opened.  Demonstrators plan to continue the following day and 



camp-out at the Shwe Dagon Pagoda. Early the next morning, the military army storms the pagoda 
rounding up the protestors.  One hundred fifty students are arrested and transported in eight military 
lorries to Insein Jail.  The students resume their shouting all the way from the pagoda to the jail.  All 
are severely beaten upon arrival at Insein. 
 
March 23, 1976: 
The Underground Student Union, Universities – Rangoon plans to commemorate the Centennial of 
Thakhin Ko Daw Hmaing by paying homage to the writer at his mausoleum at the foot of the Shwe 
Dagon Pagoda. Other underground student organisations prepare to attend as well. The Underground 
Students Union, Universities – Rangoon is lead by the late Ko Ne Win Maw, a great fighting peacock 
who is experienced in non-violent demonstrations.  Joining him are other former detainees of Insein 
Jail from U Thant’s funeral strike. They are known as Mosco returnees (Insein Jail was nicknamed 
Mosco at this time).  
 
During the June 1975 underground student movement, they operated under the name of Leftist 
Students Union. As the Hmaing Centennial approaches, they merge with the group lead by Ko Tin Aye 
Kyu of RIT, a well known poet and a great fighting peacock. His pen name is Nyo Hmaing Lwin.  The 
students know him as Hmaing Gyi. Ko Tin Aye Kyu has an active role during the June 6, 1974 Labour 
Strike, but disappeared afterwards.  It is assumed that he was killed during the battles at Thamaing. 
Underground leaflets and poems commemorating Hmaing Gyi are distributed throughout the RIT.  
Astonishingly, Hmang Gyi re-emerges; he had taken refuge among the people.  Everyone is elated.  
 
On March 23rd at 8am, the students begin to gather under the portugo of the RIT as informed through 
distribution of leaflets and postcards. Among the students chosen to lead the march are Ko Tin Aye 
Kyu, Ko Than Lin, Ko Win Min Htwe (llaatteerr  bbeeccoommeess  aa  ffaammoouuss  ssoonngg  wwrriitteerr  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ppeenn  nnaammee  ooff  
WWiinn  MMiinn  HHttwwee), Ko Tint Aung, Ko Maung Maung (Mandalay, hhee  llaatteerr  wwrriitteess  ssoonnggss  ffoorr  KKhhiinn  MMaauunngg  
TTooee), etc. The students are ready for the demonstration. Earlier that morning, the newspaper headlined 
the demonstration.  Photos of Salai Tin Maung Oo and Ko Myint Soe, being arrested the previous 
night appear on the front page.  They were coming back from the underground to lead the Hmaing 
Centennial demonstration. Some students are puzzled; they wonder if the demonstration can take place 
without its leaders. In response, Ko Than Lin distributes the slogans for the demonstration.  The 
students become active and excited. Ko Tin Aye Kyu reads the slogans and explains that the slogans 
are to be chanted on their march to Thakhin Ko Daw Hmaing’s mausoleum.  The slogans relate to 
Hmaing Centennial and do not attack the government.  It is to be a peaceful demonstration.   
 
The students are given the chance to propose different slogans, but all agree to use the distributed ones.   
 
MMeeaannwwhhiillee  aatt  tthhee  RRaannggoooonn  AArrttss  aanndd  SScciieennccee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ((RRAASSUU)),,  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo  aanndd  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  aanndd  
tthhee  yyoouunnggeerr  ssiisstteerr  aanndd  bbrrootthheerr  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  mmoobbiilliisseedd  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  bbooddyy..  RRIITT  ssttuuddeennttss,,  lleeaadd  
bbyy  KKoo  TTiinn  AAyyee  KKyyuu,,  aarrrriivveedd  aanndd  tthhee  ttwwoo  ssttuuddeenntt  bbooddiieess  ccoommbbiinneedd  --  ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ffoorrccee..  MMaaii  PPoo  
PPoo,,  aaggeedd  1188,,  iiss  aa  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ssttuuddeenntt  ssttuuddyyiinngg  mmaattrriiccuullaattiioonn  aanndd  aanndd  hheerr  yyoouunnggeerr  bbrrootthheerr  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  
SShhwwee,,  1177,,  iiss  ssttuuddyyiinngg    iinn  tthhee  99tthh..  ggrraaddee..      UUppoonn  hheeaarriinngg  oovveerr  tthhee  rraaddiioo  aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  BBuurrmmaa  
BBrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  SSeerrvviiccee  aabboouutt  tthhee  aarrrreesstt  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  oonn  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  nniigghhtt  ((2222nndd..  MMaarrcchh))  aatt  
88::0000  ppmm  bbootthh  ooff  tthheemm  aarree  wwoorrrriieedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppllaannnneedd  HHmmiinnee  CCeenntteenniiaall  MMaarrcchh  mmaayy  nnoott  mmaatteerriiaalliizzee  
wwiitthhoouutt  tthheeiirr  bbrrootthheerr  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo..  SSoo  tthheeyy  bbootthh  eenntteerr  tthhee  ccaammppuuss  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  mmoorrnniinngg  ooff  2233rrdd..  
MMaarrcchh..    
  
AAccttuuaallllyy,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ffaammiillyy  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss,,  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo,,  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  
SSaallaaii  MMyyaa  DDiinn  aanndd  aallll  ootthheerr  ffoouurr  ssiibblliinnggss  aass  yyoouunngg  aass  55  ttoo  1133  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  aarree  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  tthhee  MMIISS  ((77))  bbaasseedd  
aatt  AAhhlloonn  SSttrreeeett  ffoorr  iinntteerrrrooggaattiioonn  oonn  2211sstt..  MMaarrcchh..  TThhee  sseeccrreett  ppoolliiccee  aarree,,  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee,,  aalleerrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  tthhaatt  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  iiss  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  RRaannggoooonn,,  ccrreeeeppiinngg  iinn  ffrroomm  tthhee  uunnddeerrggrroouunndd,,  ttoo  lleeaadd  
tthhee  ppllaannnneedd  HHmmiinnee  CCeenntteenniiaall  mmaarrcchh..  TThhee  sseeccrreett  ppoolliiccee  aarree  ddeessppeerraattee  ttoo  kknnooww  hhiiss  wwhheerreeaabboouutt..  TThhee  



aarrrreesstteedd  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  aarree  sseeppaarraatteedd  iinnttoo  ddiiffffeerreenntt  iinntteerrrrooggaattiioonn  rroooommss..  MMaaii  
PPoo  PPoo  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  aadduulltt  ssiibblliinnggss  aarree  lloocckkeedd--uupp  uuppssttaaiirrss  wwhhiillee  tthhee  yyoouunnggeerr  cchhiillddrreennss  aarree  kkeepptt  aatt  tthhee  
ggrroouunndd  fflloooorr..  IInn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  bbrruuttaall  iinntteerrrrooggaattiioonnss    SSaallaaii  TThhaanntt  ZZiinn,,  1111,,  wwaass  ssllaappppeedd  ssoo  hhaarrdd  tthhaatt  hhee  
ffaaiinnttss  aanndd  ffaallllss  oonn  tthhee  fflloooorr..  TThhee  iinntteerrrrooggaattoorr  mmeerrcciilleessssllyy  pprreesssseess  SSaallaaii  TThhaanntt  ZZiinn’’ss  hheeaadd  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  bboooott..  
AAllll  tthhee  ootthheerr  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  ssoo  ssccaarreedd  aanndd  ccrriieedd  aatt  tthhee  ttoopp  ooff  tthheeiirr  lluunnggss..  IInn  tthhaatt  mmoommeenntt  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  
ffrroomm  uuppssttaaiirrss  sshhoouutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  iinntteerrrrooggaattoorrss  ttoo  ssttoopp  ttoorrttuurriinngg  tthhee  iinnnnoocceenntt  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthhaatt  iiff  tthheeyy  wwaanntt  
tthheeyy  ccaann  iinntteerrrrooggaattee  tthheemm  ––  tthhee  eellddeerr  ssiibblliinnggss..  LLaattee  iinn  tthhee  nniigghhtt,,  aallll  ooff  tthheemm  eexxcceepptt  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  aarree  
sseenntt  bbaacckk  hhoommee..  TThheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  aarree  kkeepptt  hhoossttaaggee..    
  
OOnn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  ooff  2222nndd..  MMaarrcchh,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hheeaarr  tthhee  rraaddiioo  nneewwss  ooff  tthhee  aarrrreesstt  ooff  tthheeiirr  bbrrootthheerr  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  
MMaauunngg  OOoo,,  tthheeyy  aallll  hhoolldd  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  aanndd  ccrriieedd  bbiitttteerrllyy..  FFrroomm  tthhaatt  mmoommeenntt,,  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo  wwiippeedd  ooffff  hheerr    
tteeaarrss  aanndd  vvoowweedd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oonn  hheerr  bbrrootthheerr''ss  uunnffiinniisshheedd  ttaasskk..    
  
IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  mmoorrnniinngg  ooff  2233  MMaarrcchh  sshhee  ssnneeaakkss  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaammppuuss  wwiitthh  hheerr  yyoouunnggeerr  bbrrootthheerr  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  
iinn  aann  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  oorrggaanniizzee  tthhee  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn..    UUppoonn  aarrrriivviinngg  iinnssiiddee  tthhee  ccaammppuuss  sshhee  ssuuddddeennllyy  bblloowwss  aa  
wwhhiissttllee  ttoo  aattttrraacctt  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  wwaattcchhiinngg,,  ppeerrpplleexxeedd,,  sshhee  ttoolldd  
tthheemm  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ccaammppuuss  iiss  aa  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  oouurr  eellddeerr  bbrrootthheerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwaaggiinngg  cceeaasseelleessss  bbaattttlleess  
aaggaaiinnsstt  aallll  ttyyrraannnnyy  aanndd  tthhaatt  ttooddaayy  tthheeyy  aarree  aallll  ttoo  mmaarrcchh  ttoo  tthhee  HHmmiinnee  CCeenntteennnniiaall  MMaauussoolleeuumm  ttoo  ffiigghhtt  
aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ddiiccttaattoorrss  uunnttiill  tthheeiirr  ddoowwnnffaallll..  WWhheenn  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  jjooiinn  hheerr  sshhee  iiss  ssoo  oovveerrjjooyyeedd  tthhaatt  tteeaarrss  rruunn  
ddoowwnn  hheerr  cchheeeekkss..  HHaanndd  iinn  hhaanndd  wwiitthh  KKoo  TTiinn  AAyyee  KKyyuu  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssttuuddeenntt  lleeaaddeerrss,,  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo  lleeaaddss  tthhee  
mmaarrcchh  ttoo  TThhaakkhhiinn  KKoo  DDaaww  HHmmaaiinngg’’ss  mmaauussoolleeuumm..    AAfftteerr  ppaayyiinngg  hhoommaaggee,,  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthhee  
RRAASSUU  ccaammppuuss..  UUppoonn  aarrrriivvaall  aatt  tthhee  CCoonnvvooccaattiioonn  HHaallll,,  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  sshhoouutt  aannttii--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
ssllooggaannss  ddeeccllaarriinngg  tthheeiirr  ooppppoossiittiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  ddiiccttaattoorrsshhiipp..      
  
AAtt  88ppmm,,  tthhee  ssttaattee  rraaddiioo  aannnnoouunncceess  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  wwiillll  cclloossee  aallll  uunniivveerrssiittiieess..  TThhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
ffuurrtthheerr  aannnnoouunncceess  oonn  tthhee  rraaddiioo  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaarrcchh  iiss  lleeaadd  bbyy  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo,,  tthhee  ssiisstteerr  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo..    
KKoo  TTiinn  AAyyee  KKyyuu,,  KKoo  TThhaann  LLiinn  aanndd  KKoo  WWiinn  MMyyiinntt  aarree  aarrrreesstteedd  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  mmoorrnniinngg..  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo,,  
SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssttuuddeennttss’’  ffuurrtthheerr  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  mmoobbiilliizzee  aa  ppeeoopplleess  uupprriissiinnggss  ffaaiill  aanndd  sshhee  aanndd  hheerr  
bbrrootthheerr  aarree  aarrrreesstteedd  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  sseeeekk  aassyylluumm  aatt  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ffoorreeiiggnn  eemmbbaassssyy..  
  
June 26, 1976 (4:00am)  
Inside the walls of Insein Jail a hastily formed military tribunal sentences Salai Tin Maung Oo to death 
and hangs him. After Salai Tin Maung Oo’s execution, the words, “I am proud of you my sister Mai 
Po Po for what you have done” are discovered written on the wall of his cell.   
 

Salai Kipp (Zoram)                                                                                                                                                                      
Hamburg, Germany                                                                                                                                                                              
Revised: 23 March 2010 

APPENDIX 
Remarks:  This article was written to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the heroic death of 
Salai Tin Maung Oo. I salute Salai Tin Maung Oo and all those fallen fighting peacocks that have laid 
down their lives for the sake of the People’s Struggle for Freedom. 
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FOOTNOTES 
1 At that time, 1974-75 academic year, the Chairman of the Chin Literature and Cultural Subcommittee was the Rector of 
the Forestry Department of the RASU Mr. Ral Lian Sang, Salai Tin Maung Oo was the General Secretary and Taang Nang 
Lian Thang (now CHIN FORUM) was the Joint General Secretary, 
  
22    KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  wwhhoo  gguuiiddeess  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunnhh  OOoo  ttoo  tthhee  TThhaaii--BBuurrmmaa  bboorrddeerr--bbaasseedd  lliibbeerraatteedd  aarreeaass  iiss  aarrrreesstteedd  aaggaaiinn  
ffoorr  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ttiimmee  iinn  AAuugguusstt  11997755..  HHee  iiss  sseenntteenncceedd  ttoo  lliiffee  iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt  iinn  IInnsseeiinn  PPrriissoonn..  II  ssppeenntt  eeiigghhtt  mmoonnhhttss  ttooggeetthheerr  
wwiitthh  hhiimm  iinn  aa  cceellll  ooff  IInnsseeiinn  JJaaiill  dduurriinngg  mmyy  ffiirrsstt  ddeetteennttiioonn  ((DDeecceemmbbeerr  11997722  ––  JJaannuuaarryy  11997744))..  IInn  oonnee  ooccccaassiioonn  wwhheenn  II  vviissiitteedd  
hhiimm  iinn  tthhee  jjaaiill  ((11997777  //  11997788))  hhee  rreevveeaallss  ttoo  mmee  tthhaatt  oonn  tthhee  nniigghhtt  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  wwaass  hhaannggeedd  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  hhee  hhaass  aa  ssttrraannggee  
ddrreeaamm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  ffiigghhttiinngg  ppeeaaccoocckk  iiss  bbrruuttaallllyy  cchhooppppeedd    wwiitthh  kknniivveess  bbyy    ffiisshh--sseelllleerrss  aanndd  uuppoonn  wwaakkiinngg  uupp  hhee  iiss  ccoonnvviinncceedd  tthhaatt  
tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  sseeccrreett  ppoolliiccee  iiss  aassssaassssiinnaattiinngg  „„SSaallaaii““..  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  lloovveess  aanndd  rreessppeecctt  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffoorr  
hhiiss  eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  ccoouurraaggee  aanndd  uunnddaauunntteedd  ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ttoo  ffiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy  cclliiqquueess..  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn,,  hhiimmsseellff,,  iiss  
rreelleeaasseedd  ffrroomm  pprriissoonn  uunnddeerr  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  AAmmnneessttyy  ooff  11998800  ((uunnddeerr  wwhhiicchh  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  aarree  aallssoo  rreelleeaasseedd))  
aanndd  II  aassssiisstt  hhiimm  wwhheenn  hhee  lleefftt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  11998811  ffoorr  IInnddiiaa  vviiaa  KKaallaayy  ––TTaammuu  rrooaadd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oonn  tthhee  ssttrruuggggllee  ffoorr  
ffrreeeeddoomm..  LLaatteerr  hhee  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  KKaarreenn  rreevvoolluuttiioonn  aanndd  sseett  uupp  tthhee  KKaawwtthhoooolleeii  MMuusslliimm  LLiibbeerraattiioonn  FFrroonntt..  OOnn  2266  JJuunnee  11999900  hhee  iiss  
aarrrreesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  TThhaaii  aauutthhoorrttiittiieess  wwhhoo  aaccccuusseedd  hhiimm  ooff  ssmmuugggglliinngg  aarrmmss  aanndd  aammmmuunniittiioonnss..  HHee  aarrrriivveess  BBrriittaaiinn  iinn  11999999  aanndd  ddiieedd  
iinn  LLoonnddoonn  oonn  3311  JJuullyy  22000055..  TThhiiss  ppaarrtt  iiss  mmeennttiioonneedd  hheerree  ttoo  kkeeeepp  iinn  rreeccoorrdd  tthhaatt  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  aanndd  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy  
mmeemmbbeerrss  ppllaayy  vviittaall  rroolleess  ffoorr  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo’’ss  uunnddeerrggrroouunndd  aaccttiivviitteess..  MMyy  hheeaarrttffeelltt  tthhaannkkss  ggooeess  ttoo  KKoo  KKyyaaww  ZZaaww  @@  
HHaammzzaa  ((4422)),,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  aanndd  aallll  ootthheerr  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn’’ss  ffaammiillyy  ffoorr  pprroovviiddiinngg  mmee  
tthhee  mmiissssiinngg  lliinnkkss..  
 
OOnn  tthhiiss  rree--eeddiitteedd  VVeerrssiioonn::  AAss  II  ffiirrsstt  wwrroottee  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  iinn  22000066  II  hhaavvee  hhaadd  nnoo  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ffaammiillyy..  SSoo,,  
nneecceessssaarryy  ffaaccttss  aanndd  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrss  rreellaattiinngg  ttoo  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  rreeccoorrddeedd..  EEvveenn  tthhoouugghh  aallll  ppoossssiibbllee    aatttteemmppttss  aarree  
mmaaddee  ffrroomm  mmyy  ppaarrtt  ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  ffaaccttuuaall  rreeccoorrdd  aabboouutt  tthhee  rroolleess  ppllaayyeedd  bbyy  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo  aanndd  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  SShhwwee  tthheerree  aarree  wweeaannkknneesssseess  
iinn  mmyy  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ffaaccttss  aanndd  tthheerree  aappppeeaarrss  ssoommee  sseerriioouuss  mmiissttaakkeess  iinn  mmyy  oorriiggiinnaassll  aarrttiiccllee..  IInn  tthhiiss  rreeeeddiitteedd  vveerrssiioonn  tthheessee  
mmiissttaakkeess  aarree  oommiitttteedd  aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  aarrttiiccllee  iiss  pprrooppeerrllyy  rreevviisseedd..  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,,  tthhee  ddiissccrreeppeenncciieess  aarree  aallll  
mmyy  ssoollee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  aanndd  nnoott  tthhaatt  ooff  aannyyoonnee  wwhhoo  pprroovviiddee  mmee  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..  AAss  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  ootthheerr  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  
OOoo  ffaammiillyy  II  aamm  iinnffoorrmmeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  iiss  iinn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  ccoommppiilliinngg  tthhee  ffuullll  ssttoorryy..  SSoo,,  tthheessee  ddeettaaiillss  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  
hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ddeettaaiillss  aarree  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  hheerree  iinn  tthhiiss  sseeccoonndd  eeddiittiioonn..  MMyy  hheeaarrttffeelltt  tthhaannkkss  ggooeess  ttoo  MMaaii  PPoo  PPoo,,  SSaallaaii  HHllaa  
SShhwwee  aanndd  aallll  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ffoorr  pprroovviiddiinngg  iinnvvaalluuaabbllee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffoorr  mmee  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  rreeccoorrdd  
ssttrraaiigghhtt..    
  
AA  BBrriieeff  EExxppllaannaattiioonn::  AAfftteerr  II  uuppllooaaddeedd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  oonn  2266  JJuunnee  22000066    iinn  ccoommmmeemmoorraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  3300tthh  
aannnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  oouurr  ffaalllleenn  hheerroo,,  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo,,  aanndd  hhiiss  hheerrooiicc  ddeeaatthh  oonn  wwwwww..cchhiinnffoorruumm..oorrgg  ,,  qquueessttiioonnss  wweerree  rraaiisseedd  
aabboouutt  mmyy  ppeerrssoonnaall  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  hhiimm..    SSoommee  eevveenn  wwrroonnggllyy  ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthhaatt  II  wwaass  wwoorrkkiinngg  cclloosseellyy  wwiitthh  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunn  OOoo  
dduurriinngg  tthhoossee  ttuummuullttuuoouuss  yyeeaarrss  ooff  tthhee  mmiidd--11997700ss..  FFoorr  tthheessee  rreeaassoonnss  II  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  aa  bbrriieeff  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  iiss  oowweedd  oonn  tthhiiss  mmaatttteerr..  
EEvveenn  tthhoouugghh  II  wwaass  iinnvvoollvveedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  aannttii--mmiilliittaarryy  ddiiccttaattoorrsshhiipp  ssttuuddeenntt  mmoovveemmeennttss  ooff  11997722--11997766  aass  aa  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ooff  
SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo,,  II  nneevveerr  hhaadd  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo  mmaakkee  ppeerrssoonnaall  aaccqquuaaiinnttaannccee  wwiitthh  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo..  AAss  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  
aarrttiiccllee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ddaayyss  bbeettwweeeenn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11997722  aanndd  JJaannuuaarryy  11997744,,  II  sshhaarreedd  aa  cceellll  iinn  IInnsseeiinn  PPrriissoonn  wwiitthh  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  
LLwwiinn  ffoorr  eeiigghhtt  mmoonntthhss..  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  wwaass  llaatteerr  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aannootthheerr  wwaarrdd,,  wwhheerree  hhee  mmeett  SSaallaaiiTTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo..  SSoo  
wwhheenn  wwee  wweerree  rreelleeaasseedd  II  ccaammee  ttoo  kknnooww  aabboouutt  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  ffrroomm  mmyy  ffoorrmmeerr  cceellllmmaattee  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn..  MMaannyy  aa  
ttiimmee  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMaauunngg  LLwwiinn  aarrrraannggeedd  ffoorr  uuss  ttoo  mmeeeett  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..  FFrroomm  mmyy  ppaarrtt  aass  wweellll  II  aatttteemmpptteedd    ttoo  mmeeeett  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  
OOoo  aatt  tthhee  mmeeeettiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  CChhiinn  LLiitteerraattuurree  aanndd  CCuullttuurraall  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aanndd  CChhiinn  SSttuuddeenntt--FFrreesshheerrss’’  WWeellccoommee  aatt  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittiieess..  



BBuutt  ffoorr  ssoommee  rreeaassoonn  wwee  nneevveerr  mmeett..  LLaatteerr,,  ssttuuddeennttss’’  ssttrriikkeess  ffoolllloowweedd  oonnee  aafftteerrtthhee  ootthheerr  aanndd  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  OOoo  wweenntt  
uunnddeerrggrroouunndd..  TThhaatt  iiss,,  aalltthhoouugghh  KKoo  MMaauunngg  MMuuaanngg  LLwwiinn’’ss  eeffffoorrttss  aass  aa  ccoonnttaacctt  bbeettwweeeenn  uuss,,  mmyy  ddeessiirree  ttoo  mmeeeett  SSaallaaii  TTiinn  MMaauunngg  
OOoo  aanndd  hhiiss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  aallssoo  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiitthh  mmee  wwaass  nneevveerr  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  ffrruuiittiioonn  dduurriinngg  tthhoossee  ttuummuullttuuoouuss  ttiimmeess..    
NNoo,,  II  ddiidd  nnoott  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  eevveerr  hhaavvee  tthhee  hhoonnoorr  ttoo  mmeeeett  hhiimm..    SSttiillll    II  tthheenn  aanndd  nnooww,,  rreemmootteellyy  lloovvee  aanndd  rreessppeecctt  hhiimm  eennoorrmmoouussllyy..      
  
 


